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Matter 7a – Infrastructure Requirements 

of Blue Light Services 

1.  Introduction 

1.1. During the hearing session for Matter 7a, New Garden Settlement, the council 

was asked what consideration there has been to understand and define the 

infrastructure and service requirements of Blue Light Service providers arising 

from the planned growth at the new garden settlement.  

1.2. For the purpose of clarity, the ‘Blue Light Services’ comprises the following:  

• Kent Police; 

• Kent Fire and Rescue Service; and  

• South East Coast Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust.  

Previous engagement 

1.3. The council previously engaged with the Blue Light Service providers to inform 

the preparation of Infrastructure Delivery Plans (dating back to 2017) prepared 

as part of the evidence base documents to support the Places and Policies 

Local Plan and Core Strategy Review respectively.  

1.4. Contact details for the service representatives were shared with the promoters 

of the garden settlement in October 2017 for meetings to be arranged to 

discuss how the requirements of the blue light services could be taken into 

account in the evolution of the Framework Masterplan and the development of 

planning policy.



Core Strategy Review Examination – Inspectors’ Action Points 

Folkestone & Hythe District Council Core Strategy Review Examination 

Page | 4 

Current requirements 

1.5. The council has engaged with representatives from each of the Blue Light 

Services to understand their current requirements, and copies of 

correspondence received are appended to this statement. Summaries of the 

responses received are set out in Section 2 of this statement.  

1.6. The council has sought to understand how the development proposed for the 

Core Strategy Review plan period may generate a requirement for additional 

land, buildings and/or developer contributions. 

1.7. Kent Police is currently reviewing its operations to establish how best to 

provide accommodation in the Folkestone & Hythe district, while Kent Fire and 

Rescue Service and the South East Coast Ambulance Service do not 

specifically identify a need for additional sites. However, all the services 

highlight the need for proportionate contributions from new developments to 

their service provision, for additional staff, equipment or the expansion or 

reconfiguration of existing facilities.   

1.8. The council considers that this can best be addressed through continuing 

discussions on the Section 106 agreement as part of the Outline Planning 

Application, rather than through introducing specific wording in Policies SS6-

SS9. Core Strategy Review Policy SS5: District Infrastructure Planning 

requires that development should provide, contribute to or otherwise address 

the district’s current and future infrastructure needs. Infrastructure that is 

necessary to support development must exist already, or a reliable mechanism 

must be available to ensure that it will be provided at the time it is needed.  
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2.  Responses Received from Blue Light Services 

Kent Police 

2.1 The size, expected population and location of the development is such that 

Kent Police would require a secure building for staff working, equipment, IT 

and parking as ‘accommodation’, for the necessary additional personnel. 

There will be a need for additional custody facilities and for initial start-up costs 

and equipment for new personnel.   

2.2 Kent Police has requested that funding (in the form of capitalising the 

associated revenue costs) for staff for the first three years following first 

occupation will also be required - on the basis there is a time lag between new 

population growth and receipt of increased payments. 

Kent Fire and Rescue Service 

2.3 Kent Fire and Rescue Service has advised that it is currently reviewing its 

frontline emergency response provision and, as yet, has not identified any 

locational changes for its fire stations in the Folkestone and Hythe area. The 

service does take into account new developments and infrastructure and is 

aware of the proposed new garden settlement which, after an initial evaluation, 

did not present any opportunities to improve its response in the area. 

South East Coast Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust  

2.4 The South East Coast Ambulance Service (SECAmb) provides ambulance 

services to the area.  

2.5 Folkestone and Hythe falls under the area served by the existing Ashford 

‘Make Ready Centre’ (MRC). The new garden settlement proposal is unlikely 

of itself to require an additional MRC, though this and other new settlements 

across the South East will put pressure on existing MRC capacity, meaning 

that further strategically located MRCs may well be required in the future.  
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2.6 In the medium-term the existing Hastings MRC, which is relatively small being 

a conversion from a former ambulance station, is likely to need to be replaced 

with a larger facility. This is likely to need further expansion as a result of the 

new garden settlement. 

2.7 The creation of the new garden settlement will generate increased demand on 

SECAmb, with the likely need for additional strategically located Ambulance 

Community Response Posts (ACRPs) as well as the enhanced MRC capacity. 

2.8 Advisors to the service provider (through Lakers Chartered Surveyors) have 

enquired if there would be scope for Section 106 or Community Infrastructure 

Levy (CIL) funding to support the enlargement of MRC capacity and the 

additional ACRPs.  

2.9 The council has sought further clarification on the likely requirement beyond 

the end of the plan period, encompassing the full build-out of the garden 

settlement. Lakers and SECAmb have stated (by email 18 May 2021) that any 

additional homes delivered after 2036/37 would have a pro-rata impact on the 

ambulance service; the service would therefore seek additional developer 

contributions to support the provision of the enlarged MRC capacity and 

additional ACRPs.  

2.10 The council will maintain dialogue with the provider in order to define their 

specific requirements.  

Conclusions 

2.11 The council considers that the Section 106 mechanism is the appropriate 

means to secure the infrastructure requirements of the Blue Light Service 

providers.  

2.12 Accordingly, it is not anticipated that modifications will be required to policy 

criteria in the Core Strategy Review in order to safeguard the infrastructure 

requirements specified by the Blue Light Service providers.  
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3. Securing Infrastructure Provision for Blue Light 

Services  

3.1 Provision for Blue Light Services forms part of the continuing Section 106 

discussions in relation to the Outline Planning Application and has been 

included as a topic in these discussions. 

3.2 The precise requirements will be assessed and agreed in the context of 

Regulation 122 of the Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations and the 

tests of the National Planning Policy Framework.  

3.3 This will include the following: 

• Kent Police - consideration being given to providing an on-site presence 

for the police, such as an office base within the town centre or close to 

associated community services, subject to satisfactory demonstration of 

need. Any such provision will be secured through planning obligations and 

future submissions, such as through the Tier 2 Delivery Plan1; 

• Kent Fire and Rescue Service -  while the Fire and Rescue Service has 

advised that the new garden settlement does not present any opportunities 

to improve their response in the area, the council will nevertheless 

maintain close cooperation with the service as the detail of the 

development advances; and  

• South East Coast Ambulance Service - the council will maintain 

dialogue with representatives of the South East Coast Ambulance Service 

in order to define the specific requirements arising from the new garden 

settlement, in the context of a service that has a relatively broad 

geographical coverage. 

  

                                            
1    See New Garden Settlement in the North Downs Area, Joint Delivery Statement between Folkestone and Hythe District Council 

(LPA) and Otterpool Park LLP, July 2020, p. 44. 
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Appendix 1: Response from Kent Police 
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Appendix 2: Response from Kent Fire and 
Rescue Service 
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Appendix 3: Response from South East 
Coast Ambulance Service NHS 
Foundation Trust 
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