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Community Safety Update and Events 
 

 
Artworks Launch  
Tara Liam from 
Community Safety and 
Caley Walden from VRU 
(Violence Reduction Unit) 
worked with community 
projects and organisations 
to bring together some 
powerful messages 
through the power of art.    
 
The grey interior of the 
Sandgate Road car park 
has been given a new 
splash of colour thanks to some extraordinary designs recognising many of our 
important local agencies. 
 
A grand unveiling on 25 February was attended by representatives of the agencies 
which had submitted the including, Kent Police, Kent and Medway VRU, HomeStart 
Shepway, Folkestone Rainbow Centre, Change Grow Live, United Response’s 
Cheriton Community Network, The Beacon Plus College, Kent County Council’s 
Children’s Social care and Folkestone & Hythe District Council. 
 



March 2025 
 

 
 
 

 
Youth Forum  
The first in a series of Youth Forum events was held in F&HDC’s council chamber 
and was aimed at encouraging young people to get involved in shaping the future of 
the district. 
 
On 26 February we 
welcomed 45 students 
from schools and groups 
across the district with 
topics for discussion 
during the session 
including supporting the 
local environment.  Scott 
Butler from Community 
Safety also discussed 
safety concerns. 
 
Students from Brockhill 
Park school, Folkestone 
Academy, The Folkestone School for Girls, The Harvey Grammar School, The 
Beacon Folkestone, EKC Folkestone College, Folkestone Family Hub and The 
Marsh Academy were represented. 
 
This new initiative aims to help young people actively inform specific council services 
and discuss further issues important to them. 
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Careers Fair  
On 28 February, Tara Liam together 
with Environmental Enforcement 
Officer, Haydee Blaskett listened to 
around 60 students from St Mary’s 
Primary Academy in Folkestone 
sharing their future aspirations. 
 
Representatives from Kent Police, 
Kent Fire and Rescue Service, Coty 
(Ashford), Medical Health and Street 
Lighting. The children had a fantastic 
and insightful morning, asking lots of 
questions about different careers and 
what each job involves. 
 
  
 
Tara also attended the East 
Kent Careers event held at the 
Leas Cliff Hall on 7 March 
working alongside Change Grow 
Live. 
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Student Training – 6 March 
On 6 March, Tara Liam along 
with Aimee Strudwick from 
Change Grow Live attended the 
Beacon School in Park Farm 
Road Folkestone and engaged 
with 20 students in role play 
teaching them customer service 
skills with Change Grow Live 
acting as if they were real life 
customers. 
 
We will be working with Change 
Grow Live and holding a Wellbeing Wednesday on 9 April form 10:30am to 2.30pm 
at Shepherd House, 3 Victoria Grove in Folkestone. 
 
This wellness event will be focused on supporting both physical and mental health.  
This is a great opportunity to engage with the clients who would appreciate the 
opportunity to engage in services and network with fellow professionals.  
 

Partner Updates 
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Folkestone Rainbow Centre 
Folkestone Rainbow Centre are currently looking for 
items to add to its donation stock: 
 

➢ Tinned food 
➢ White cooking sauce 
➢ Instant mashed potato 
➢ Toilet rolls 
➢ Washing capsules 
➢ Gluten free items. 

 
If you’re able to lend a hand, please keep in mind that all food must be in date and 
unopened. 
 
Get in contact and find you nearest donation point by visiting Rainbow Centre 
Folkestone | Charity | Contact, Foodbank, Homeless 
 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.rainbow-centre.org/
https://www.rainbow-centre.org/
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Look Good Feel better 

 
 
A leading cancer support charity - Look Good Feel Better : Look Good Feel Better 
are launching the new Romney Marsh skincare and make up workshop on 2nd May 
located at the Hub on the Beach, 103 Coast Drive, Greatstone. 
 
The charity are also looking for skincare and make-up volunteers in the local area 
and if anyone is interested, details can be found on the link 
https://lookgoodfeelbetter.co.uk/volunteer/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://lookgoodfeelbetter.co.uk/
https://lookgoodfeelbetter.co.uk/volunteer/
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Information Awareness 
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Fraud / Scams 
 

 
 
Bank Branch Closure Scam 
 
Kent Police have been made aware of a possible new scam. 
  
With Bank branches currently closing around the county, a victim was recently 

contacted by criminals impersonating their Bank. They informed them that they 

needed to withdraw all their money from their account and transfer it to a new 

account that been opened for them, as their old local branch was closing in the next 

couple of months. Fortunately, the intended victim was prevented from losing their 

money by branch staff in the Bank.  

Your bank will never request that you transfer your money to a new account that they 

have set for you.  

If you get an expected call from someone claiming to be from your Bank, then take 

their details and end the call. Then call back using a different phone if available. If 

another phone is not available, then wait 5 minutes and ring a family member or 

friend to ensure the line has been disconnected and then ring 159. 

Additionally, if you think that you may have been a 

victim of this or any other type of scam, then 

contact your Bank immediately, which you can do 

by calling 159 and report it to Action Fraud at 

Action Fraud or call 0300 123 2040.  

For further information about Fraud, visit our 

website at Advice about fraud | Kent Police  You 

will also find valuable information from the Home 

Office at Stop! Think Fraud - How to stay safe from 

scams  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
https://www.kent.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/fa/fraud/
https://stopthinkfraud.campaign.gov.uk/
https://stopthinkfraud.campaign.gov.uk/
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National Campaigns   
 
National Stalking Awareness week – 22 April to 25 April 2025 
National Stalking Awareness Week is an annual event dedicated raising awareness 
of stalking. 
Upcoming Campaigns | Suzy Lamplugh Trust 
 
 
 

New Published Reports 
 
 

Online safety 

Source: Ofcom 
Date published: 17 March 2025 
Ofcom has published a news story about the latest measures to address online 
harms and how it is enforcing the Online Safety Act. Providers of services in scope 
of the Act had until 16 March to carry out an illegal harms risk assessment. From 17 
March, the next set of illegal harms duties has come into force; platforms must now 
start implementing appropriate measures to remove illegal material quickly when 
they become aware of it, and to reduce the risk of ‘priority’ criminal content from 
appearing in the first place. Ofcom will be assessing platforms’ compliance with the 
new illegal harms obligations under the Act and launching targeted enforcement 
action where there are concerns. The news story also provides details of Ofcom’s 
enforcement programme to tackle child sexual abuse imagery on file sharing 
services. 
 
Read the news story: Enforcing the Online Safety Act: platforms must start tackling 
illegal material from today 
 
 

Harmful and problematic sexual behaviour 

Source: NSPCC Learning 
Date published: 14 March 2025 
NSPCC Learning has published a Helplines insight briefing on young people 
engaging in harmful and problematic sexual behaviour (HSB/PSB). Drawing from 
contacts to Childline and the NSPCC Helpline in 2023/24, the briefing shares young 
people’s perspectives across the various stages of engaging in HSB/PSB, including: 
asking sex and relationship questions around age-appropriate behaviours, consent, 
and legality; seeking advice on how to stop fantasies, thoughts and urges; narrating 
experiences of seeking help, including barriers to getting appropriate support; feeling 
guilt, regret and shame about past behaviours; and worries about legal 
repercussions and consequences. 
 
Read the briefing: Insights on young people engaging in harmful and problematic 
sexual behaviour   
 
 

https://www.suzylamplugh.org/news/upcoming-campaigns#:~:text=22nd%20to,25th%20April%202025
https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/19jg0jotlwowP2SGhut8RKgYo4FN
https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/19jg0jotlwowP2SGhut8RKgYo4FN
https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/19iai6VUbfrY5SjFdkv1ALNYPyLe
https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/19iai6VUbfrY5SjFdkv1ALNYPyLe
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Domestic abuse 

Source: Women’s Aid 
Date published: 07 March 2025 
Women’s Aid has created an animated film. ‘The monster who came to tea’, raising 
awareness around the impact of domestic abuse on women and children. Alongside 
the film, Women’s Aid has written an open letter calling on the Government to 
improve funding for specialist domestic abuse services. 
 
Read the news story: Women’s Aid launched sobering children’s book ‘Monster 
who came to tea’ and calls on the Government to improve funding for women and 
children survivors of domestic abuse this International Women’s Day   
Watch the film: The monster who came to tea   
 
See also on NSPCC Learning  
> Protecting children from domestic abuse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have any information that you would like us to include within any future 

updates, please email the details to 

 community.safety@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 

 

 

https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/19iak4uzqElTrQL6mfB0cCG18dYc
https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/19iak4uzqElTrQL6mfB0cCG18dYc
https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/19iak4uzqElTrQL6mfB0cCG18dYc
https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/19iakjGEAkdnRQz207ev1R2gV3Cz
https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/19iakO4OTFWmHQaThQvuGjKMuIVj
mailto:community.safety@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk

